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Hanford Joint Union High School

DISTRICT CURRICULUM GUIDE

      I.  COURSE NAME:

Stagecraft 
   Grade Level:               
9-12





   Prerequisite:
        
none




   Duration:


One year (2 semesters)

   Credit:


Vocational

   Date:


December 2002

     II.  COURSE DESCRIPTION



  Stagecraft focuses on aspects of technical theatre that support and compliment the overall drama program at Hanford Joint Union High School District.  Students will examine set construction techniques, theatrical lighting technology and learn general design principles.  This class will participate in the construction of sets that will be used for actual theatrical presentations.  Students will also have the opportunity to serve as stage crew for productions for extra class credit if they desire.

 

 

   III.  CENTRAL INTELLECTUAL PURPOSE
 

   Communications

 

      Reading
·        Primary emphasis in this class is the translation of dramatic literature into visual realization on stage.  The specific literature emphasized will change each year to coincide with the drama department’s production schedule.
      Writing
Demonstrate descriptive and evocative written descriptions of set designs 


inferred and imagined through the student’s reading of a dramatic


 work and seeing theatrical productions.

 

            Speaking
Demonstrating communication and listening skills that facilitate the


 student’s ability to work in small and large group settings






Critical Thinking/Problem Solving




Solving of design problems during the course of practical application of





 curriculum.

Development of problem solving skills as students expand independent


 construction and lighting work.

 



Technology

·        Demonstrate an understanding of lighting technology.




·  
   Demonstrate ability to safely use common hand and power tools associated with stage construction.

·        Demonstrate understanding of process for lighting a theatrical



 presentation.

 

Ethics
Knowledge and adherence to school/classroom rules.

Building working relationships with peers and supervisors

Problem solving skills that include close interaction with instructor and


 Peers

  IV.  CONTENT/TIMELINE/ PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
 Activities and instruction align with the California Visual and Performing Arts Standards (VPA). The English-Language Arts Reading(R), Mathematics (M) and Industrial Technology Education ITE Standards are included where applicable 


  

FIRST SIX WEEKS

 

SHOP SAFETY RULES

Students will demonstrate and understanding of shop safety and the rules for working in the scene shop by.

·  VPA 1.1 use the vocabulary of theatre to describe theatrical experiences

· VPA 5.3 Demonstrate an understanding of the professional standards of the technical artist.

· Industrial Technological Education standards (ITE) Construction Technology (unless otherwise noted) 6 Students will understand the value and necessity of practicing occupation safety in the construction industry

 

TOOL ORIENTATION


Students will demonstrate the ability to use power tools safely and properly

Students will demonstrate the ability to identify the common tools for working in the scene shop and their purpose.

·  VPA 5.1 Describe how skills acquired in theatre may be applied to other content areas and careers

· VPA 5.3 Demonstrate an understanding of the professional standards of the technical artist.

· ITE 2 Students will understand safe and appropriate use of hand tools common to the construction industry.

· ITE 3  Students will understand safe and appropriate use of portable power tools common to the construction industry.

 

BASIC SET CONSTRUCTION

Students will be oriented concerning basic theatrical construction units including:  Soft flat, Hollywood flat and platform.

· VPA 1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre to describe theatrical experiences

· VPA 5.3 demonstrate an understanding of the professional standards of the technical artist.

· M 7 Measurement and Geometry 2.1  Use formulas routinely for finding the perimeter and area of basic two dimensional figures.

· ITE 1 understand and apply the principles of planning, layout, materials, assembly, and finishing processes used in construction technology.


 

VOCABULARY
Vocabulary as it pertains to theatre building, materials, tools and procedures relevant to that course material.

 ·         VPA 1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre to describe theatrical experiences

 

Second Six Weeks

Reading

A work of dramatic literature that is being staged for the Fall semester by the Hanford High School Drama Club.

·         VPA 1.2 Document observations and perceptions of production elements, noting mood, pacing and use of space through class discussion and reflective writing.

·         VPA 2.1 Make choices using script analysis, character research, reflection and revision.

·         R 2.4 Synthesize content; paraphrase and connect ideas.

 

Set Construction:  Practical Applications

Students will construct a fully functional theatrical set based on plans provided by the instructor that will serve as the setting for an actual theatrical production.

· VPA 1.1 use the vocabulary of theatre to describe theatrical experiences

· VPA 5.1 Describe how skills acquired in theatre may be applied to other content areas and careers

· VPA 5.2 Manage time, prioritize responsibilities, and meet completion deadlines for a production as specified by group leaders, team members or directors.

· VPA 5.3 Demonstrate an understanding of the professional standards of the technical artist.

· M 7 Measurement and Geometry 1.2  Construct and read drawings and models made to scale.

· M 7 Measurement and Geometry 2.1 use formulas routinely for finding the perimeter and area of basic two dimensional figures.

· ITE 1 Students will understand and apply the principles of planning, layout, mateials, and finishing processes used in construction technology.

· ITE 8.2  Interpersonal skills-work cooperatively with others, share responsibilities, accept supervision and assume leadership roles; demonstrate cooperative working relationships across gender and cultural gaps.

 

Third Six Weeks

Reading

Students will read a one-act play chosen by the instructor.

· VPA 1.2 Document observations and perceptions of production elements, noting mood, pacing and use of space through class discussion and reflective writing.

· VPA 2.1 Make choices using script analysis, character research, reflection, and revision.

· R 2.4 Synthesize content; paraphrase and connect ideas.

· R 3.3 Analyze interactions between characters.

· R 3.8 Interpret and evaluate ambiguities.

 

Stage Design

Students will develop a set design for a one act play demonstrating the design process and producing appropriate documentation, scale drawings and models.

· VPA 1.1 Use vocabulary of theatre to describe theatrical experiences.

· VPA 2.1 Make choices, using script analysis, character research, reflection, and revision

· VPA 5.2 Manage time, prioritize responsibilities and meet completion deadlines for a production as specified by group leaders, team members or directors.

· M7 Measurement and Geometry Construct and read drawings and models made to scale.

· ITE Drafting technology 1students will understand the concepts of basic drafting that include measurement, lettering, sketching and dimensioning practices.

 


First Six Weeks

Reading

 A work of dramatic literature that is being staged for the Fall semester by the Hanford High School Drama Club.

· VPA 1.2 Document observations and perceptions of production elements, noting mood, pacing and use of space, through class discussion and reflective writing.

· VPA 2.1 Make choices using script analysis, character research, reflection and revision.

· R 2.4 Synthesize content; paraphrase and connect ideas.

 

 Set Construction:  Practical Applications
 Students will construct a fully functional theatrical set based on plans provided by the instructor that will serve as the setting for an actual theatrical production.

· VPA 1.1 use the vocabulary of theatre to describe theatrical experiences

· VPA 5.1 Describe how skills acquired in theatre may be applied to other content areas and careers

· VPA 5.2 Manage time, prioritize responsibilities, and meet completion deadlines for a production as specified by group leaders, team members or directors.

· VPA 5.3 Demonstrate an understanding of the professional standards of the technical artist.

· M 7 Measurement and Geometry 1.2  Construct and read drawings and models made to scale.

· M 7 Measurement and Geometry 2.1 use formulas routinely for finding the perimeter and area of basic two dimensional figures.

· ITE 1 Students will understand and apply the principles of planning, layout, mateials, and finishing processes used in construction technology.

· ITE 8.2  Interpersonal skills-work cooperatively with others, share responsibilities, accept supervision and assume leadership roles; demonstrate cooperative working relationships across gender and cultural gaps.

Second Six Weeks

Reading

Students will read a one-act play chosen by the instructor.

· VPA 1.2 Document observations and perceptions of production elements, noting mood, pacing and use of space through class discussion and reflective writing.

· VPA 2.1 Make choices using script analysis, character research, reflection, and revision.

· R 2.4 Synthesize content; paraphrase and connect ideas.

· R 3.3 Analyze interactions between characters.

· R 3.8 Interpret and evaluate ambiguities.

Lighting Design

Students will develop a lighting design for a one act play demonstrating the design process and producing appropriate documentation, scale drawings and models.

· VPA 1.1 Use vocabulary of theatre to describe theatrical experiences.

· VPA 2.1 Make choices, using script analysis, character research, reflection, and revision

· VPA 5.2 Manage time, prioritize responsibilities and meet completion deadlines for a production as specified by group leaders, team members or directors.

· M7 Measurement and Geometry Construct and read drawings and models made to scale.

· ITE (drafting) 1  Students will understand concepts of basic drafting that include measuring, lettering, sketching, and dimensioning practice.

 

Third Six Weeks

Prop Design

Students will design and build a theatrical prop that could fully function in a theatrical production.

· VPA 1.1 Use vocabulary of theatre to describe theatrical experiences.

· VPA 2.1 Make choices, using script analysis, character research, reflection, and revision

· VPA 5.2 Manage time, prioritize responsibilities and meet completion deadlines for a production as specified by group leaders, team members or directors.

· ITE (drafting) 1 Drafting fundamentals students will understand concepts of basic drafting that include measurement, lettering, sketching, and dimensioning practices.

· ITE 1 Students will understand and apply the principles of planning, layout, materials, assembly, and finishing processes used in construction technology. 

 

Shop Maintenance

Students will perform general maintenance tasks to insure all machinery and work areas are fully functional.

· VPA 5.1  Describe how skills acquired in theatre may be applied to other content areas and careers.

· VPA 5.2 Manage time, prioritize responsibilities and meet completion deadlines for a production as specified by group leaders, team members or directors

· VPA 5.3 Demonstrate an understanding of the professional standards of the technical artist.

· ITE 3.2  Demonstrating basic care and Maintenance of portable power  tools.

V.  STUDENT ASSESSMENT

 

·        Daily assessment based on student’s use of time, work habits, co-operation with team leader and peers.  

·        Project assessment based on student’s ability to analyze literature and translate that understanding into visual theatrical terms as demonstrated by drawings, models and diagrams.

 

 

VI.  INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGIES AND MATERIALS / SOFTWARE
 The designated textbooks, materials, and technologies meet the state standards 

 for this content area.

 

A.  Primary text: Stagecraft 1: A Complete Guide to Backstage Work, 2nd ed.  William


H. Lord.  Meriwether Publishing Ltd.  Colorado Springs, 1991.   

 

      B.  Supplementary texts:  Handbook of Scenery Properties and Lighting Vol. 1 and 2.


  Harvey Sweet. Allyn and Bacon, Boston, 1995.

 

      C. Literature/Outside reading:  Appropriate Dramatic literature            

      as designated by the Hanford High School production schedule.  

 

      D.  Videos from video library.

 

      E.  Teacher/student resources:

Internet web sites 

·        Subject Matter Resources: Kings County Office of Education

        
http://www.kings.k12.ca.us/kcoe/curric

·        TeachNet (Teacher-designed projects and activities by subject)


http://www.teachnet.org/docs.cfm
 

 

VII.   TEACHING ACTIVITIES AND METHODS TO FACILITATE THE 

        INSTRUCTION OF VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS STANDARDS FOR ALL 

        LEARNING STYLES 


Student activities suggested below are derived from Gardner’s Seven Levels of Intelligence (learning styles). 

 

LINGUISTIC LEARNER 




creative writing







oral reports

essays









dramatic readings/performances

debates and speeches





storytelling

LOGICAL/MATHEMATICAL LEARNER

graphic organizers






timeline

prediction exercises

coded messages







models







computer project

science experiments
SPATIAL LEARNER

drawings and paintings




comic strips

maps and flow charts





dioramas, displays, and murals

collages







photography activities

MUSICAL LEARNER

interpretive dances






musical plays and compositions

rap songs, jingles, and melodies




playing musical instruments

Theatre focus standards for Stagecraft:


Grades 9-12-Proficient


 


1.0              ARTISTIC PERCEPTION


Development of the Vocabulary of Theatre


1.1       Use the vocabulary of theatre to describe theatrical experiences.


Comprehension and Analysis of the Elements of Theatre


1.2       Document observations and perceptions of production elements through class discussion and reflective writing.





 2.0              CREATIVE EXPRESSION


2.1     Make choices using script analysis, character research, reflection and revision.





 5.0              CONNECTIONS, RELATIONSHIPS, APPLICATIONS


5.1    Describe how skills acquired in theatre may be applied to other content areas and careers


5.2    Manage time, prioritize responsibilities, and meet completion deadlines for a production as specified by group leaders, team members, or directors


5.3    Demonstrate and understanding of the professional standards of the technical artist.








FIRST SEMESTER








SECOND SEMESTER





BODILY-KINESTHETIC LEARNER


demonstration speeches				


experiments


impersonations, role playing			


using gestures, facial expressions, and pantomime





INTERPERSONAL LEARNER


discussions						


cooperative and collaborative projects


peer coaching				


conducting interviews


simulation activities





INTRAPERSONAL LEARNER


response journals/learning logs


observations


photo essays


autobiographical stories


�
 


 


					


			


				


	


 


 


 


BODILY-KINESTHETIC LEARNER


demonstration speeches				


experiments


impersonations, role playing			


using gestures, facial expressions, and pantomime


 


 


INTERPERSONAL LEARNER


discussions						


cooperative and collaborative projects


peer coaching				


conducting interviews


simulation activities


 


INTRAPERSONAL LEARNER


response journals/learning logs


observations


photo essays


autobiographical stories


 


 











Activity: Given the outside measurement of a standard theatrical flat, students will calculate and construct a rectangular frame that will exactly match the criteria.





Key Math Standard:


Algebra & Functions, 2.1: Students must convert feet to inches in order to calculate the interior length of board cuts.


Geometry: measuring angles





Assessment: Assessment will be based on the accuracy of their measurements and calculations by measuring the product.


 





Activity: Designing a set. Students will develop a visual concept (set design) based on reading of a one-act play. Based on textual clues and inferences, students will interpret the major themes in the play and support those themes visually by developing a setting in which the play could be realized. Students will create a model of this set using the basic design elements of color, line and mass to communicate the author’s themes and ideas.





Key ELA Standard: 


2.4 Defend/clarify author’s arguments using textual references.


3.2 Analyze themes, using textual evidence.





Assessment:  Student’s understanding of the play will be assessed through the visual cues present in their design. Students will also have the opportunity to defend their choices orally or in writing.











 





NOTE


Each semester includes a stagecraft activity/assignment that addresses and assesses Focus Standards from English language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics. These activities will be identified by this text box. 
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